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This policy applies to existing constructed ditches or tiles that come onto Waterfowl
Production Areas (WPAs) where no reservation of a drainage easement exists in the
WPA title/deed.  If there is a drainage reservation in the deed, we will follow the
terms of that reservation.

■ No new wetland or upland drainage facility will be allowed within a WPA.

■ Existing drainage cannot be improved beyond the original construction.

● Tile may not be replaced with a larger tile.

● Ditches may not be cleaned out beyond original depth, width or length

● Ditches may not be replaced with tile lines except where either the tile is
installed at the same or higher elevation than the original ditch bottom or
in other rare exceptions to solve severe erosion.

■ All materials cleaned out of the ditch will be removed from the WPA.

■ All construction sites on WPAs will be seeded down to a grass mix specified
by the Service.

■ Cleanout activities will not be allowed during the waterfowl breeding season
(April 1 through August 1).

■ If silt deposition is a concern, the Service will request that a grassed water-
way or silt basin be installed upstream of our property to help reduce future
siltation.

■ Cleanout of natural (never ditched) drainageways will not be allowed.

■ Ditch and tile maintenance work on WPAs will only be done after the Wetland
District Manager has approved the project and issued a special use permit.
(Note: Compatibility Determinations are not necessary since the Service does
not control maintenance of the system; the Service only controls the timing
and scope of maintenance)

■ Landowners may still be subject to Swampbuster, WCA and COE rules on
maintenance and abandonment of ditches.

■ Mowing or spraying of approved herbicide in a ditch after August 1 may be
permitted in lieu of excavation.

■ If the ditch has not been cleaned or a tile not functioned for 25-plus years and/
or the watershed above the ditch has been substantially altered since the
Service purchased the property (i.e significant increase in flows or degrada-
tion of water quality) a formal ROW request maybe required as determined
by the Wetland Manager.


